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Buildings and transport are intimately connected.

Isolated Islands? – Buildings don’t exist in isolation. Everyone 
uses a mode of transport to get to and from a building, whether 
it’s walking, cycling, bus, metro or private car. ModeScore 
assesses how well connected your building is.

Building Developers – Building developers and owners can 
encourage tenants to use sustainable transport to get to and 
from their building by introducing the right infrastructure and 
services. ModeScore’s framework helps guide you through this 
process.

Sustainability Leadership – The link between buildings and 
transport is often overlooked. Prioritising how people travel to and 
from your building —and ensuring it’s done sustainably —will 
position you as a sustainability leader and a next-generation real 
estate developer.
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ModeScore’s Approach:
Connecting Buildings and Transport

How do people travel to and 
from your building?



The shift to sustainable modes of transport is accelerating 
worldwide. There are multiple benefits to this transition:

Climate Change - Switching from fossil fuel-powered transport to 
clean alternatives reduces CO2 emissions.

Energy Consumption - Switching from personal vehicles to 
shared mobility like buses and metros, as well as encouraging 
walking and cycling, significantly reduces energy usage.

Air Quality - Switching from internal combustion engine (ICE) 
vehicles to electric vehicles (EVs) decreases harmful air pollution 
in urban areas.

Wellbeing - Using public transport reduces traffic-related stress. 
Walking and cycling boosts your physical activity. Walking can 
enhance your social interactions and sense of community, while 
cycling can be an enjoyable and joyful mode of travel.

Transport is responsible for 15% of global 
greenhouse gas emissions

Why Do WeNeed 
Sustainable Transport?

Global Greenhouse Gas Emissions in 2019 (IPCC)



Agreen building certification, focused on sustainable transport.

Certification – ModeScore is a green building certification that 
looks at how well connected your building is to different modes of 
sustainable transport. ModeScore certifies buildings, real estate 
developments, mega projects and cities.

Assessment – ModeScore will assess, and then certify, the 
sustainable transport infrastructure and services in your building 
or real estate development. The process is quick and done 
remotely.

Knowledge Partner – ModeScore will serve as your knowledge 
partner, providing detailed guidance and educational insights to 
help you continuously integrate sustainable transport solutions. 
This is based on international best practice, combined with local 
solutions.

Aligned with Other Certifications – ModeScore aligns with other 
green building certifications.

Introducing ModeScore
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Mode + Score
ModeScore looks at themode of transport people use to 

travel to and from your building and how well your 
buildings scores.

What score will your building achieve?



ModeScore’s sister certification.

ActiveScore – ActiveScore is ModeScore’s sister certification. It 
looks specifically at active travel infrastructure, such as walking 
and cycling, in buildings and real estate developments.

Origins – ActiveScore was launched in 2017by entrepreneurs in 
the UKpassionate about promoting cycling and walking.
ModeScore launched in 2024 in response to client demand for a 
broader approach that looks at all forms of sustainable transport.

ModeScore – ModeScore extends the scope of ActiveScore by 
assessing all forms of sustainable transport used to move 
between buildings. ModeScore incorporates ActiveScore within its 
assessment criteria.

Introducing ActiveScore
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“Our vision is a world where sustainable 
transport is seamlessly integrated into the 
fabric of every building and community.”
James Nash, Co-founder

Active + Score
Active looks at the activemodes of transport people

use to travel to and from your building and how well your 
buildings scores.

What score will your building achieve?



The four pillars of ModeScore
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PUBLICTRANSPORT PRIVATEVEHICLES

ACTIVETRAVEL SITE-WIDEMOBILITY

ACCESSIBILITY

By incorporating accessibility into 
each pillar of our assessment, we 

can create a future where transport 
is available to all, regardless of 

ability or circumstance.
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ModeScore Communities
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ModeScore can certify entre districts and masterplans. Our Communities 
certifications apply to large-scale developments at any stage of design:

ModeScore Communities – assesses all types of sustainable transport 
infrastructure and services within an urban community. It evaluates on-street 
active travel infrastructure, local public transport, strategies for private vehicle 
usage, and delivery procedures.

ActiveScore Communities – specifically assesses active travel infrastructure and 
services within an urban community. It evaluates on-street active travel 
infrastructure.

Is your asset a masterplan or 
city-scale development?



MODESCORE&ACTIVESCORECOMMUNITIES
Comparing assessment topics
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Please note -
None of the topics 
are mandatory.
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Buildings we certify
ModeScore can certify any type of building, anywhere. Examples include:

Office Retail Hospitality Residential Sports Education Industry

Examples: Examples: Examples: Examples: Examples: Examples: Examples:
Office block Mall Hotel Apartment block

Individual homes
Stadium Campus Factory



MODESCORE&ACTIVESCORE
Comparing assessment topics
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Please note -
None of the topics 
are mandatory.



What is the standard assessment process?

Information Gathering

After a client is engaged, we issue a digital 
questionnaire

The client inputs data into an online form 
detailing all the existing or proposed 
sustainable transport infrastructure and 
services of their building. The client also 
uploads evidence such as building 
specifications, floor plans, and photographs.

Preliminary Assessment

Wereview the information and 
provide a report that includes:

- The initial ModeScore rating.
- Any gaps in the information 
provided.
- Areas that can be improved.

Finding Improvements

The client actions any 
potential improvements, as 
outlined in the Preliminary 
Assessment. Evidence of the 
improvement needs to be 
provided.

Formal 
Assessment

ModeScore issues a 
formal assessment 
certificate and 
relevant marketing 
material.

Preliminary Assessment Finding Improvements
Formal 

Assessment

3 4 5

Client invoiced Information Gathering

Approximate timescale in weeks

1 2
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Case study: Sports Boulevard, Riyadh, Saudi Arabia

Mohammed Bin Salman Road (masterplan)
ActiveScore Communities
Platinum Rating

Linear park running through Riyadh with pedestrian and cycle paths, green 
spaces, and modern real estate.

Global Sports Tower 
ActiveScore 
Platinum Rating

130-metre-high iconic building with courts for different indoor sports, 
including a velodrome.
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Case study: King Abdullah Financial District (KAFD), Riyadh, Saudi Arabia

The Leaf (masterplan) 
ModeScore Communities 
Targeting - Platinum Rating

1.6 km2 mixed-use office and residential district in the centre of northern Riyadh.



Commonly asked questions around 
sustainability in real estate
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Are the requirements set out by traditional green building 
certifications attainable for the majority of real estate?

If not, how else can real estate strive towards a collective global 
transition towards a more sustainable future?

It is widely accepted that only around 3% of real estate has a Green 
Building Certification.

The common perspective is that traditional green certifications 
tend to focus on new, centrally located buildings that make up a 
tiny fraction of our built environment.

We believe that every building can be better, and if improvements
are made across entire portfolios - then the collective impact will
outweigh that of any single outstanding building.



How is ModeScore (and ActiveScore) aligned with other certifications?
All ModeScore certifications will also achieve ActiveScore certification and so the alignments currently in place will be maintained.
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GRESB:

ActiveScore and ModeScore are both individually recognised as partial minus design 
and/or construction green building certification and an operational green building 
certification scheme under GRESB.

As ActiveScore forms an element of ModeScore, this means when undertaking 
ModeScore certification you achieve two partial minus certifications (the equivalent of 
a partial plus).

Find out more here.



How is ModeScore (and ActiveScore) aligned with other certifications?
All ModeScore certifications will also achieve ActiveScore certification and so the alignments currently in place will be maintained.
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BREEAM:
Achieving ModeScore Gold or Platinum certification can be submitted as part of the
supporting documentation to award credits for implementing sustainable transport
options, provided the BREEAMcriteria were targeted.
Find out more here and here.

WELL:
ActiveScore Certification (part of ModeScore) at the gold level supports the WELL 
Movement concept. WELLprojects that achieve an ActiveScore Gold award in their 
certification are awarded full marks (3 points) for Feature V04: Facilities for Active 
Occupants:
Part 1:Provide Cycling Infrastructure at Tier 2
Part 2: Provide Showers, Lockers And Changing Facilities
Find out more here.

LEED,FITWEL,GREENGLOBES…andmore:
Wealign our standards with, and benchmark against, all other primary green 
building certifications to ensure the certification process is streamlined.



Social and Environmental benefits of ModeScore

Local Community

- Enhancing the public realm
- Reduce C02and PM2.5 emissions
- Improve air quality

Enduser

- Living more active and sustainable 
lifestyles
- Improving health & wellness
- Save money

Employers

- Attracting and retaining talent
- Positive promotion of health & well-
being in the workplace
- Encouraging employees back to the
workplace

BuildingOwners

- Place-making + growing workplace 
and residential communities
- Contributing to ESGreporting
- Encourage tenants back to the
workplace

Adults participating in
daily physical activity
have a 30% lower risk
of depression.
UK Physical Activity 
Guidelines 2019
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Scope 3 emissions can amount to 
85% of a commercial real estate 
company’s total carbon footprint
The UK Green Building Council (UKGBC)2019



Clean air calculator

Aproject specific emission saving is calculated by using local regional commuting 
trends and occupancy figures. In our Clean Air Calculator, we look at the average 
quantity of CO2and PM2.5 emitted while commuting with each mode of transport. 
This will provide us with a baseline from which we can project the total emissions 
saved by incentivising behavioural change to more sustainable modes of
transport.
This data is excellent for marketing, travel plans, and ESGreporting.
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Environmental –

Wewant to help create a world where emissions are significantly reduced 
through offering people a wider choice of sustainable transport solutions. 
Reducing the number of people relying on privately owned ICE(internal 
combustion engine) vehicles, is the key to reducing any building’s yearly CO2

and PM2.5emissions

Social –

ModeScore empowers property owners and developers to transform their
buildings into sustainable mobility hubs for all. By seamlessly integrating
sustainable transport options, you can enhance connectivity, and create
vibrant, inclusive, sustainable communities.

Governance –

Our data-driven assessments provide comprehensive insights and actionable 
recommendations. ModeScore encourages the performance tracking of 
sustainable transport through surveys and travel plans, highlighting the 
connectivity potential of any building, anywhere.

ModeScore and ESG
Research by Urbanite Advisors states 
that:
“On average, more than 60% of the 
carbon impact of a building in Brussels 
is created by commuting.”
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The need for behavioural change
Behavioural change on mass relies on the appropriate 
infrastructure and services being readily available for all.
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THE POTENTIAL IMPACT:

Replacing car journeys with public transport can help reduce CO2 
emissions by 42% if using the bus and 73% if travelling by train.
Net Zero Scotland, Scottish Government, 2023

According to the European Environment Agency (EEA), GHGemissions of 
electric vehicles were 17-30% lower than the emissions of petrol and 
diesel cars.
European Environment Agency (EEA), 2018

“Investing in collective behavioural 
change will have a far greater 
impact than concentrating solely on 
any single outstanding building.”

Alexi Chomyszyn, 
Head of Sustainability 

and Standards

45 mins 35 mins 20 mins 10mins
HOME

Commuting 
to work

Travelling 
for leisure

Visiting 
friends

Shopping
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ModeScore Early Adopters
Over 50 developments in 9 countries

mtillman@tmpconsult.com
tmpconsult.com

mailto:mtillman@tmpconsult.com
mailto:mtillman@tmpconsult.com

